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EDITOR

JOSE SOTO, 747-7477

Mother of Pearl Block Party to celebrate its first year

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
The new vinyl store Mother of Pearl will host its block party event on Saturday September 12

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector
One El Paso block party will be
bringing in groups from San Francisco, Austin and Brooklyn as well as
local artists such as Chuy Vuitton and
Rico Ferri.
Mother of Pearl, a vinyl record store
located at 4935 Mesa, will be having
their block party event on Saturday,
Sept. 12 from noon to midnight at
Union Plaza in downtown El Paso.
The event will feature live performances from Neon Indian, Part Time
and Mike Jones. Eddie Cepeda, owner of Mother of Pearl, said they got
the inspiration to do an event like this
after having success in Austin.
“The block party was something
we thought about after having our
extremely successfully South by

Southwest party in Austin,” Cepeda
said. “We wanted to do something
free, like the best parties at South by
Southwest, but in El Paso, and we
wanted to have legitimate national
headliners, but also showcase local
artists who are just as professional
and amazing.”
In the future, Cepeda hopes the
block party will continue to grow and
become an event similar to music festivals like South by Southwest.
“We want this to grow into a weeklong type of event, which will include
music seminars, film and will encompass all of downtown, kind of like
El Paso’s unique version of South by
Southwest,” Cepeda said. “We want
families to be welcomed as well.”
Dereck Neyland, junior marketing
major, is attending the event to ex-

perience something new in El Paso’s
music scene.
“The event sounds interesting and
new for El Paso,” Neyland said. “It’s a
new atmosphere that I don’t think El
Paso has really experienced.”
Neyland said he believes events
like this strengthen El Paso’s music
scene by bringing in people from
out of town and giving El Paso a new
taste of music it may not experience
otherwise.
“It’ll improve the variety of music
and places to listen to it,” Neyland
said. “Also it pushes the good local
music we have out there.”
Davida Loca, member of the San
Francisco-based band Part Time said
audiences can expect different things
from their music.
“Audiences can expect mixed feelings as to whether or not there might

be more to life than drinking Monster
energy drinks and smoking vaporized cigarettes,” Loca said.
In addition to the block party, the
owners of Mother of Pearl have had
a lot of on their plate. Recently, they
opened a bar to expand their music
horizons.
“The bar is really great. We opened
the kind of bar you would expect from
a vinyl record store,” Cepeda said. “It’s
called Love Buzz and has a ‘60s and
midcentury modern aesthetic with a
giant patio, vintage jukebox that only
plays records and two permanent
food trucks, which are coming soon
and will sell tacos and authentic Texas-style slow-smoked brisket.”
The owners of Mother of Pearl plan
to continue expanding their horizons
by hosting other events and participating in South by Southwest again.

“The future holds a lot of amazing
stuff for the store and record label,”
Cepeda said. “South by Southwest is
around the corner and of course we
are going to do that again, with free
Chico’s Tacos like last time.”
To attend the Mother of Pearl Block
Party, RSVP for free through Eventbrite. Walkups are welcome, but may
have to wait in line if the event is at
full capacity. VIP tickets are for sale
for $45, which allows for avoiding the
entrance lines, in-and-out access, access to two main-stage viewing areas
and The Garden’s Sunburst VIP Party
and five complimentary drinks. For
more information about Mother of
Pearl, call 915-803-9580.
Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospecto.ent@
gmail.com

Expressing artistic talent through different methods
BY FERNANDA LEON
The Prospector
Art can be manifested in different
ways and there are various methods
to embue an object with the touch of
art. Two UTEP art majors, Briseida
Ochoa and Mario Rojo, have teamed
up to create art though different
techniques.
Senior studio art majors, Ochoa,
who focuses on printmaking and
painting, along with Rojo, who focuses on printmaking and drawing,
are inspired by the geometric and organic patterns that are found in nature when creating their works of art.
“We have a passion for printing
in various processes or techniques
and we wanted to share that with the
people around us,” Ochoa said. “So
we started printing our own covers
for notebooks, journals, sketchbooks
and many other things we could get
our hands on.”
Among the handcrafted products that these students have produced are notebooks, postcards
and drink coasters.

Through the development of their
creativity, skills and their passion
for art, both artists want to share
their work with the local community through their website, which also
serves as their portfolio, called Perpetuaocto.com.
“Perpetuaocto stands for perpetual
eight in Spanish,” Ochoa said. “One
can see the number eight as just the
infinity symbol in a vertical position.”
According to Rojo, the website was
named Perpetua due to the meaning
of this Latin word.
“Perpetua is Latin for perpetual,”
Rojo said. “We liked the sound of the
word and it’s meaning to us. We had
also given a mathematical meaning to
the word right from the beginning of
it all.”
The pair have participated in different local events and markets in order
to sell their handcrafted art products.
Some of the events are the annual
Chalk the Block and Shop-walk Night
at Montecillo.
For Ochoa and Rojo, having the
support of the local community
represents a win-win situation

“Our mural project, which involved
two other artists, one a portrait artist
and the other a graffiti artist, and us
doing some print-related wheat paste
on a tall wall, was a successful one we
think,” Ochoa said. “The downtown
El Paso mural was featured in the
New York Times last year.”
After graduation, both plan to attend graduate school and would like
to dedicate themselves to an art residency, which are places creative professionals temporarily stay in order
SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR/ THE PROSPECTOR
Briseida Ochoa and Mario Ochoa run a printmaking company named Perpatuaocto.
that benefits both the artists and
the community.
“We believe local support for artists
and various types of local businesses
is important in the healthy growth of
this city,” Rojo said. “We also believe
that there are many and great creative

minds around this city that need the
community support.”
Additionally, both students have
collaborated with other artists in
various projects such as gallery exhibitions, photo shoots, film and
mural work.

to participate in artist-in-residence
programs, and to travel.
Ochoa plans to have her own studio
and to keep producing her work as an
artist, while Rojo plans to work as an
artist on various project.
Fernanda Leon may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com
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JAVIER CORTEZ, 747-7477

Miners look to bounce back in Lubbock against Texas Tech

PHOTO COURTESY OF JORGE SALGADO
The last time UTEP football started 0-2 was back in 2012. The Miners would go on to finish 3-9 that season.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector
Since the conference was established in 1996, the Miners have never
won a game against a Big 12 team,
with a 0-12 all-time record. Saturday,
the Miners (0-1) will travel to Jones
AT&T Stadium in Lubbock to face
the Texas Tech Red Raiders (1-0).
While head coach Sean Kugler and
his squad come into the game seeking an upset in their second of three
games on the road, Kliff Kingsbury
and the Red Raiders are on a quest
for their 11th consecutive 2-0 dating
back to 2004.
Last season, Aaron Jones lifted the
Miners to a 26-23 lead over the Red
Raiders with less than five minutes

left in the fourth quarter. However,
ex-starting quarterback David Webb
led a game-winning 75-yard touchdown drive to win the game 30-23 for
the Red Raiders.
“I don’t think I have to remind (our
players), they remember it,” Kugler
said on Monday at the UTEP football media luncheon. “Each year is a
different year, each year is a different
team. We’re going to approach this as
a different game. We’re going on the
road in a hostile environment, and
we’re going against a quality Big 12
team. I don’t have rearview mirrors–I
don’t look backwards. I look forwards
and I want my team to have the same
mentality.”
This year, the Miners will have to
contend with sophomore quarterback

Patrick Mahomes, who stole the 2015
starting role as the primary signal
caller and comes into Saturday’s game
with a win in the Red Raiders season
opener against Sam Houston State,
59-45. Mahomes threw for 425 yards
and four touchdowns.
Mahomes and his offense return
with nine starters from last season,
but this high-powered passing team
can also do damage on the ground.
With a 1,000-yard tailback in DeAndre Washington, the Red Raiders
boast one of the most versatile offenses in the Big 12.
That is exactly what the Miners’
defense is looking to prevent–points.
Last season, the defense improved
from allowing 39.4 points per game
to 28. However, after allowing 48 to-

tal points to Arkansas in their season
opener, 28 of them coming via passing plays, the Miners are looking to
redeem themselves against this passheavy offense. In the Miners’ 48-13
loss against the Razorbacks, Dashone
Smith led the team with seven tackles.
The Miners also might be dealing
with a potentially huge loss on defense. Senior cornerback Traun Roberson’s availability for this weekend is
still up in the air. For the Miners to
have a chance at slowing down the
Red Raiders’ offense, the Miners will
need Roberson.
“It gives you some experience back
there, a fifth-year senior, he’s a communicator,” Kugler said. “I think we’ll
have him back for the Texas Tech
game and we need him back.”
Although the defense allowed six
touchdowns to the SEC team, it was
the squad’s offense that couldn’t seem
to get rolling. Standout running back
Aaron Jones led the team in both
rushing and receiving and totaled
153-total yards, but he and the offense
only saw the end zone once.
Three quarterbacks came into play
against the Razorbacks, starter Mack
Leftwich, true freshman Kavika Johnson and Andress high school graduate
Ryan Metz. The switching of the play
callers was a tactic that, according to
coach Kugler, will be used throughout
the season.
Nevertheless, Jones was impressed
with Leftwich under center in the
Miners’ season opener.
“He was calm behind center and
that’s what we really need,” Jones said.
“He did a really excellent job of keeping everybody calm. The crowd noise
was really loud, and he did a really

excellent job of echoing the calls and
changing up the snap count as well.”
Leftwich, who completed 9-of-14
for 64.3 percent, threw for 120 yards
and one interception, is still Kugler’s
man for the starting quarterback
position.
A key plus the offense brings into
Lubbock Saturday is their time of
possession. Last season, coach Kugler’s offense was able to rank second in time of possession in college
football, and on Saturday, the Miners
won the clock battle by the slightest
of margins against Arkansas (30:41 to
29:19).
In last year’s meeting, the Miners
held the ball 18 minutes longer then
the Red Raiders. Texas Tech head
coach Kliff Kingsbury said time and
time again in his weekly press conference with the Lubbock media that
UTEP “is going to hold the ball and
pound you.”
For Kugler and his Miners, controlling possession is the most important
factor for a win Saturday.
“The formula is going to be the
same,” Kugler said. “We have to control the clock versus this team, we
have to have efficient drives, and for
us to do that we have to be efficient
in our run game and we have to be
efficient in our play action passes off
the run game, because they are such a
quick-strike scoring offense.”
Saturday will show whether the Red
Raiders’ high-powered spread offense
is still good enough to beat out the
Miners’ slow and methodical ground
approach.
Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com .

Red Raiders offense poses a tall tasking for Miners defensively

PHOTO COURTESY OF JORGE SALGADO
The UTEP defense gave up 48 points on the road against the Arkansas Razorbacks in Fayetteville.

BY JAVIER CORTEZ
The Prospector
With one monster subdued, another one emerges. That is the focus on
the UTEP football team heading into
week two of their 2015 season.
After a 35-point shellacking by
the Arkansas Razorbacks, where the
Miners gave up 48 points and 490
yards of total offense in Fayetteville,
Arkansas, the Miners will have their
hands full once again with the Texas
Tech Red Raiders.
“We had a difficult trip to Arkansas,” Kugler said. “We played an out-

standing team, a very talented and
very deep team. They exposed us in
a few areas. There are some things we
need to clean up moving into this second game. I’m a firm believer that a
team makes its biggest jump from its
first game to its second game. It learns
from its mistakes, it learns their
strengths, things they can improve
upon, and what they need to work on
the most.”
No matter the year, head coach or
players, the Red Raiders are always
amongst the best passing offenses in
the nation. Dating all the way back to
2000, when former Texas Tech head

coach Mike Leach took the reigns of
the program; the Red Raiders have
utilized a pass-happy spread offense.
Current Texas Tech head coach
Kliff Kingsbury was Leach’s first guinea pig, and the experiment paid off.
Kingsbury led the nation in passing
and touchdowns his senior season,
and his successors followed in his
footsteps.
B.J. Symons, Sonny Cumbie and
Graham Harrell all followed with
eye-popping passing statistics that cemented Texas Tech as one of the most
prolific passing programs in college
football history.

Whereas the Red Raiders boast
one of the nation’s best offenses year
in and year out, the Miners lay claim
to one of the nation’s worst defenses
year in and year out. Going by last
Saturday, not much has changed for
the Miners.
The Razorbacks averaged 9.1 yards
per play on offense, basically equaling out to a first down on every play.
Arkansas quarterback Brandon Allen only attempted 18 passes, but
totaled 308 passing yards and four
touchdowns.
The Razorbacks’ offense moved
the chains and scored whenever they
pleased. Coach Kugler knows that the
Miners will have to play better defensively if they do not want a repeat of
last Saturday’s game.
“They are as explosive and fastpaced of an offense as there is in the
country,” Kugler said. “They have
nine returners back on offense. Seventy-eight percent of their offensive
production from last year returns intact. They are explosive; they scored
59 points versus Sam Houston. They
are a fast-strike team–they scored 28
points in the second quarter alone.
They had 611 yards against a very
good Sam Houston State team. This is
an explosive fast-paced offense.”
Much of the Miners’ problems in
week one against Arkansas were in
the secondary. At times, the Miners
simply looked lost on defense, which
played a role in the Razorbacks 17.1
yards-per-pass play.
Kugler attributed most of the Miners’ problems defensively to the
change in scheme by Arkansas. Usu-

ally a run-oriented offense, the Razorbacks used a lot of play action and
threw the ball down field more then
expected.
Kugler expects the Miners to see
the Red Raiders pass and pass some
more.
“We’re facing a little bit different cat
this week,” Kugler said. “Where you
just line up and know they’re throwing and their run game is based off
their pass game. It’s a little bit different when you know the passes are
coming at you. But Arkansas to Texas
Tech, it’s like going from a tank to a
Ferrari really. It’s just two totally opposite teams.”
The latest player to drive the Red
Raiders “Ferrari” is sophomore quarterback Patrick Mahomes. Named
Big-12 Offensive Freshman of the
Year, Mahomes is a dual-threat quarterback who can run as well as pass.
“It all starts at quarterback for
them,” Kugler said. “He is more mobile in the pocket. He gives them the
ability to run. This guy can escape
and create plays and throws well on
the move. This guy is accurate, and he
gets the ball out quickly. They’ve got
some explosive weapons, an experienced offensive line, a dynamic runner and a quarterback that plays in
their system perfectly.”
Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

